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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

' The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Clainns 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 10 and 1 1 recite "said user". However, claim 9 just established a different 
user than the one in independent claim 24. It is unclear which user is the "said user". A 
-non-registered user- may be clearer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Denious et al. in view of Hartrick et al. 

Denious shows all of the limitations of the claims except for specifying details of 
the user database or the modification of the database. 

Denious shows, figure 1. a method for providing an electronic course. The 
system shows students being registered at a school for specific classes and electronic 
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course material, including textbooks, is available. Reference data 30 refers to 
presentation data, audio data, visual data, multimedia data, textual data, graphical data, 
(claims 6 and 7) and any other data that may form an element or support a feature of an 
electronic course. As shown in FIG. 1 , at least one student terminal 20 and at least one 
instructor terminal 22 may access a communications network 12 (e.g., Intemet, includes 
claims 2-5) via a public telephone network 24 (e.g., public switched telephone network) 
and a communications service provider system 26 (e.g., Internet service provider (ISP) 
system). A student terminal 20 may comprise a client or a personal computer (claim 24 
parts e, g and h), which is coupled to the communications network 12 for 
communication with the central data processor 14. The central data processor 14 may 
comprise a server that is capable of communicating with one or more student terminals 
20. A security interface 13 (e.g., firewall) is coupled between the communications 
network 12 and the central data processor 14 to authenticate authorized students (claim 
8 and part f of claim 24) subscribing to electronic courses. The security interface 13 
prevents unauthorized users from accessing the course database 1 8. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that student have a school file (user profile), 
which contains identification data, school data, and class data. By way of example, the 
examiner would like to show claims 1 9-21 . A new student enrolls in the school. 
Registration for classes with the Denious system would obviously entail establishing 
registration process, creating a new profile with ID and password, and placing the new 
profile in with the other students in a database. 
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Based on the discussion above, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify Denious to specify more 
details in order to be more clear on the implementation of the invention. 

With regards to claims 10 and 11, Hartrick et al. teaches, figure 8, a data 
processing system. A publisher (central computer) has multiple books 70 and 72 
(electronic publications which have different subject matter and form a library database 
which is searchable over the network at the user workstation). The individual chapters 
are available separately (discrete data units, text and graphics). There is a user profile 
23. There is a request to the publisher for data (step 432). Data is transmitted based 
on validation (step 510), Data can be displayed at user's workstation. The network 49 
can make use of the Internet by hardwire or wireless. The system is directed to a 
royalty payment system in order to generate revenue. 

Based on the teaching of Hartrick et al., it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to modify the Denious 
system to incorporate the Hartrick system for those not registered in order to generate 
revenue. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to all claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Cuff whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6778. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Michael Cuff 
November 28, 2005 



